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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

ADOPTION AND WRITTEN RE-EVALUATION OF THE
2021 CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION ISSUED BY 

THE ARMY NATIONAL GUARD FOR THE 
 

PROPOSED UH-60 STORAGE HANGAR
AT RENO-STEAD AIRPORT 

 
Introduction 
 
The Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority (RTAA) previously leased land to the Nevada Army National 
Guard (ANG) for the Harry Reid Training Center located at Reno-Stead Airport.  RTAA was 
notified by ANG about plans to construct new facilities within the existing leasehold.  
Specifically, ANG’s proposed project would entail constructing an unheated storage hangar  
measuring 80 feet wide by 219 feet long by 35 feet high capable of storing three, UH-60 
Blackhawk Aircraft.  It would consist of a pre-engineered metal building on concrete floor.  
ANG operates 12 aircraft at the center of which six currently park outside on an apron where 
they are exposed to weather.  The project’s purpose is to reduce maintenance costs and improve 
readiness for currently unsheltered aircraft.

Reno-Stead Airport is located at 4895 Texas Avenue in Reno, Nevada.  The Harry Reid Training 
Center is situated at 20,000 Army Aviation Drive and occurs within the western portion of the 
airport.  ANG’s proposed project is located within Section 19 of Township 21 North, Range 19 
East on the Mount Diablo Baseline and Meridian.  The corresponding topographic map is called 
Reno NE.  The proposed hangar location is shown on Figure 1.

RTAA sought input from the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Phoenix Airports District 
Office (ADO) about ANG’s proposed project and any associated changes to the Airport Layout 
Plan (ALP).  On August 23, 2023, the FAA determined that it had ALP approval authority for 
ANG’s proposed project.  On September 11, 2023, RTAA provided the Phoenix ADO with 
ANG’s environmental documents for the proposed project.  In June 2024, RTAA advised that 
ANG planned to start construction soon. 

Summary of the Documents to be Adopted 

On December 14, 2021, ANG issued a categorical exclusion for the proposed UH-60 Storage 
Hangar per the U.S. Army’s regulations at 32 CFR 651; this document, called a Record of 
Environmental Consideration, and its supporting Environmental Checklist can be found in 
Appendix A.  They reviewed an U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service species list dated December 10, 
2021 and issued a finding of no effect per Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.  They 
consulted with consulting parties in the National Historic Preservation Act’s Section 106 
process, and the Nevada State Historic Preservation Officer’s concurred with a finding of No 
Adverse Effect on November 21, 2021 (Appendix B). 
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Figure 1.  Proposed UH-60 Hangar location (The Proposed CH-47 Hangar is a separate project).

 



4 
 

Project Description Review 

The FAA finds that its proposed action, which is to unconditionally approve changes to the ALP 
showing the proposed UH-60 Storage Hangar, is substantially similar to ANG’s action, which 
entails funding, constructing, and maintaining this hangar.  Both actions refer to the same 
proposed facility and the same proposed location.
 
Extraordinary Circumstances Review 
 
The FAA finds that the proposed project doesn’t entail any extraordinary circumstances per FAA 
Order 1050.1F Section 5-2.  The FAA considered its environmental impact categories that don’t 
have an U.S. Army counterpart.  Specifically:

 Department of Transportation Section 4f – The proposed project wouldn’t impact Section 
4f resources, such as public parks, because none are present within or adjacent to the 
project area. 
 

 Natural Resources and Energy Supply – Based on the proposed project’s size, its 
construction and operation would negligibly impact the availability of natural resources 
and energy.  It wouldn’t noticeably change aircraft or vehicle patterns.
 

 Noise and Noise-Compatible Land Use – The proposed project’s size and purpose 
wouldn’t result in an increase in operations, and its location wouldn’t lead to an increase 
in noise over noise-sensitive areas.  The aircraft that would park in the proposed hanger 
currently park on the adjacent apron. The nearest noise-sensitive resource is a residence 
located 3,600 feet west of the proposed hangar location.

 
 Socioeconomics, Environmental Justice and Children’s Health Risk and Safety Risks –

The proposed project wouldn’t disrupt a community or entail relocating businesses or 
residences given its location on an active airfield in an area with a single leaseholder.  
The proposed project wouldn’t have a high or adverse impact to Environmental Justice 
populations; in Census Block 26.03, which is the one closest to the proposed project, 6.8 
percent of the population are minorities and 3.1 percent have an income below the 
poverty line. The proposed project wouldn’t impact children’s health since it’s separated 
from nearby residences by at least one security fence. 

 
 Visual Effects – The proposed project wouldn’t change area’s existing character because 

it is located adjacent to an existing apron, which has two hangars. 
 
The FAA provides the following updates regarding special purpose laws. 

 The FAA finds no effect per Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act based on a review 
of the proposed project description and an U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service species list 
dated July 13, 2024 (Appendix C).  The updated list contains the same listed species as 
the list obtained by ANG on December 20, 2021. 



5 
 

 The FAA acknowledges that ANG is the lead federal agency for consultation under 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  The FAA doesn’t have any new 
information, concerning the undertaking or potential historic properties located within the 
area of potential effects, for ANG’s further consideration. 

 
 The FAA finds that this action and its reasonable alternatives wouldn’t occur within the 

base floodplain, which for the FAA’s action is the 100-year floodplain, and further 
floodplains analysis isn’t warranted. The National Flood Hazard Layer FIRMette 
currently designates the project location as an area of minimal flood hazard (i.e., Zone X 
unshaded).

 
Conclusion 
 
The FAA Phoenix Airports District Office adopts and revalidates ANG’s categorical exclusion,
dated December 14, 2021, for the UH-60 Storage Hangar located at Harry Reid Training Center 
situated within Reno-Stead Airport. 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
______________________________________  ________________ 
Matthew Bilsbarrow      Date 
Environmental Planner 
Phoenix Airports District Office 
 
  
DISAPPROVED: 
  
 
 
______________________________________  ________________ 
Matthew Bilsbarrow      Date 
Environmental Planner 
Phoenix Airports District Office 






















































